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>y r £ J CONFIDENTIAL ^V^---. 

/v.£" ^r'V : . y ^;: S :: "/ : dec aW! qned 

BAktJ£IJ*ANT-$f Admiral Eroi 1 ib. MaW-i, Cp^nrter of th« A^«"tine^yy . ; 
v V- . Mr ; fovld D/ Newsoro. -Under Secretary 'of-SUte tor Political . 

./-'•' ■ •■■ ' Affair*. - " ■ . . * 

:v ;. • 5WA>>. ■ Ambassador Raul Castro 

iiitlul a®*-- Fernando Rondon, *SA/ECA 
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DATE: May -24, 1978 * 
Distribution j" .*S, 
admiral Massera had voiced his displeasure to our Embassy through one 
ofhls offlSrl thaJ the Under Secretary had not requested an apjoint-jent 
to see^lm. Thi appointment was rot requested, nowever, ""^1 President 
■Vide" indicated that calls on the Navy and A1r Forxe Junta.members, as 
well as the Supreme Court, woyld be desirable, 

the conversation lasted approximately 30 "Inutes. The *to1 ral was 
dZiild Imoeccablv In a blue-p1n str pe, tailored suit. He did not 
ffilm<l!l^W "rVw?* ^ Spanish but preferred to speak 1n 
Spanish during the formal part of the conversation. . .\ / 

\»I^h.t ciSim com "with war. Given the special consciousness 

tS^^W "J- to take, fc jj «t to.ee. 
developments will enabfe us to ^90 forwardwlth p«j* ; JJn wtMnls 
Christmas releases, the Deutsch and Tfmerman actions, as well as JJ™9* 
11ke ? tK ratification of Tlatelolco. We cannot expla J\*" ^P"^.' 
tJmLJLr the ouestior of detainees. The Minister of Interior has urged 
h^nTire^nTo^^^ disappearances *nd torture have been 

'«32d But I have impression, Mr. Newsom continued, that there are 
EM S'lSOO ptrsSS IStr detention wjo «/* either ^released or held 
Ittrnut trial This latter situation 1s hard to exp.ain. Mr. Newsgm 
tJ2 on how the situation may evolve whether 

>Sri would be an early resolution of cases, an early lifting of t h* . 
-SSS of slegl S *£l Ictlons which might be vtewed positi vely In th e^ 
United States. ' f~-~ — ic%& «£& 
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Admiral Massera replied that he is taking action in tK* Junta to _ 
Dr«*ss for a 11*t of 1 the deaoV which would go- far in resoivIng the fatt: 
of 'many disappeared persons. He also said that he- believes, the small 
number f of political detainees-persons like Mrs. Jeron or prominent labor 
and political figures from the last regime—should hs freed. He said he 
opposed some form of "revolutionary Justice" for these figures, 
tessera saldthat he favors a return to peace and feels that the Junta 
should leave a clean slate before It retires from power in March 1979. , 

Massera complained that he has problems with Polish and Russian ships 
in Argentine territorial waters, yet he cannot obtain an^nitlon froni 
the Urrtted States to adequately, secure Argentina ^waters.. He joked that 
he has no intention of using- the amnuMtion against Chile. 

The Navy Commander then turned to the politics of m&m"" ^KJ*** 
that it U not easy for Argentina to continue s ding with ^f.^J^ 
Slies when junlo/of fleers resent American 

easv to turn the man in the streets against the United States, ^wassera 
warned, recalling Juan Peron's >946 successful electoral campaign 
against US Ambassador Braden, who publicly attacked Peron. 

' Mr Newsom said that 1t is difficult at times to reconcile political 
arcuSancS 1n one country with political circumstances In inother. 
He have to explain our actions to members- of our Congress such as 
tXr Sm& 9 Representative F«ser.;and many others • S^he % 
SecutlVe's credibility Is not greater than that of outsiders. The 
SlteTstates it tasking ^ Qiner gpver^ - 

v detrimental to its position. He said his effort it to 
if^S^cefn. and ask what one can expect. There ft*Jjf 
some probleasv the Under Secretary commented. ^vVW 0 ". s * 1d 1 5 B iJi- i ,--. 
i^^m^^^ effect of Ms report but he hoped to be fair 
and bbjectlye. • 

In parting, the UTider S^ the. ^Association between 

''^TOt3 ? St«ie»'ili»^^«nei- ? -tlie-threats.we both face, and the 

•laming •together two^dif ferent ;pers^ .cojdu^v 
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